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Following the Reading on how to write a proper argumentative paragraph, choose (1) one of the Essay questions below, and write a well-formatted paragraph on that question only.
Write a complete paragraph, for you will need it for the next Assignment.
1. From the beginning, Esperanza senses she does not want to end up inheriting her great-grandmother’s “place by the window . . . the way so many women sit their sadness on an elbow” [“My Name” (11)].
2. Do you AGREE or DISAGREE with how  Esperanza emotionally and physically separates herself from the other women: Marin, Sally, Rafaela, Minerva, or Ruthie? EXPLAIN
3. Will her solution in “Beautiful & Cruel” [“I am one who leaves the table like a man, without putting back the chair or picking up the plate” (89).] be an effective one? EXPLAIN
4. How is her self-esteem formed, and how does it evolve over the course of the novel? What obstacles will Esperanza have to overcome, and what battles will she have to fight as she carves a future for herself?
5. Can or should The House on Mango Street be categorized as a coming-of-age novel, or is it more complex than that? If so, EXPLAIN why. If not, EXPLAIN why.
6. How do the children who inhabit Mango Street become the men and women portrayed in the novel? For instance, what circumstances explain how the Vargas children, Meme Ortiz, the girls Esperanza plays with, and her own sisters grow into the adults of Mango street such as Esperanza’s parents, the husbands and fathers in the neighborhood, the young wives, and the older single adults such as Earl and Ruthie? Is are these good ways to grow up in America? Do you AGREE or DISAGREE? EXPLAIN.
7. The fates of children on Mango Street are inevitable! ? Do you AGREE or DISAGREE? EXPLAIN.
8. Given that the narrator is a young female, how does Cisneros make Esperanza and her stories accessible to older and/or male readers? EXPLAIN. Make you ARGUMENT!
9. Is the structure of the novel effective or ineffective? Choose one! What is YOUR OPINION? Are the selections in The House on Mango Street most aptly labeled (a) stories, (b) sketches, (c) vignettes, or (d) poems, and what characteristics make them one or the other? EXPLAIN. Make you ARGUMENT!
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